
 TO WN O F GARNER 
Parks, Re cre ation & Cultural Re source s Advisory Committe e   

Me e ting  Minute s 
Date : Ap ril 15, 2024 

 
Date  and  Time : Pursuant to  the  Bylaws governing  the  Garne r Parks, Re cre ation & Cultural 
Re source s Ad visory Committe e , a me e ting  o f the  Ad visory Committee  was he ld  on April 
15, 2024 at the  Garne r Re cre ation Ce nte r. 

 
1. Call to  O rd e r and  Roll Call: In the  ab se nce  o f Chair and  Vice  Chair, Tim Montgomery 

calle d  the  me e ting  to  ord e r at 6:10pm. The  committe e  memb e rs p re se nt we re  Tim 
Montg ome ry, Mark Wood , Hope  We b b e r, Dr. Paule tta Thompson, Dr. LaPond a 
Ed mondson, and  Sco tt Bare . Town Council liaison Gra Sing le ton was also  in 
atte nd ance . Staff me mb e rs p re se nt were  Maria Muñoz-Blanco , Parks, Re cre ation & 
Cultural Resources Dire cto r, Katie  Lockhart, Parks and  Re cre ation Sup e rinte nd ent 
(Parks and  Nature ), and  Me g an Young , Parks and  Re cre ation Sup e rinte nd e nt 
(O p erations).   

2. Ap p roval o f the  Ag e nd a: 
a. Mr. Montg ome ry aske d  fo r a motion to  ap p rove  the  ag e nd a. Ms. We b b e r 

motione d  to  ap p rove  the  ag e nd a and  Mr. Bare  se cond e d . Motion carrie d  
unanimously.  

3. Ap p roval o f the  De cemb e r Me e ting  Minutes:  
a. Mr. Montg ome ry aske d  fo r any chang es or a motion to  ap p rove  the  

minute s from the  Fe b ruary 19, 2024 and  March 18, 2024 mee ting s. No  
chang e s were  no te d . Motion to  ap p rove  the  minute s mad e  b y Mr. Wood , 
se cond e d  b y Mr. Bare . Motion carrie d  unanimously. 

4. Pe titions and  Comme nts from the  Pub lic:  
a. None . 

5. Committe e  Memb e rs Concerns/Comments: 
a. Mr. Bare  share d  that he  e njoye d  the  PRCR Ad visory Committe e  tour and  

share d  an ove rview of the  tour fo r those  that could n’t atte nd . Dr. Thomp son 
and  Dr. Edmond son also  share d  the ir ap p re ciation o f the  tour. Committe e  
me mb ers share d  how the  tour p rovid e d  insight into  re ntab le  PRCR sp ace s 
and  Council Memb e r Sing le ton share d  some  of Ave ry Stre e t Re cre ation 
Ce nte r’s histo ry. Mr. Montg ome ry sug ge ste d  the  committe e  take  a tour at 
le ast once  a ye ar.  

b. Mr. Montg ome ry shared  that the  Garne r Road  d e ve lop me nt [Park at Garne r 
Station] that was p re sente d  to  the  Committe e  at a p rio r me e ting  was 
ap p rove d  b y Town Council. He  e xp re sse d  conce rn about the  loss o f 
p arkland  and  inq uire d  ab out ne xt ste p s as it invo lve s re vie w b y the  State  
and  National Parks o rganizations. Ms. Muñoz-Blanco  share d  an ove rvie w of 
the  p rocess and  no te d  that she  had  d rafte d  the  initial d ocument to  b e  se nt 
to  State  Parks and  that the  d ocument is currently b e ing  revie we d  b y 
inte rnal Town of Garne r d e p artments.  

6. Se nior Ad visory Committe e :  



a. Ms. Cicci, the  Se nior Citize ns Ad visory Committe e  liaison, was no t in 
atte nd ance . Ms. Muñoz-Blanco  share d  p rog ramming  up d ate s, includ ing  
tomorrow’s fie ld  trip  to  the  NC Zoo . 

7. Re p orts/Discussion Items 
a. Dire ctor and  De p artment Re p orts:  

i. Ms. Muñoz-Blanco  share d  what’s ne w in the  Dire cto r’s Rep ort, 
includ ing  PRCR p erformance  me asure s that we re  submitte d  as p art 
o f the  FY25 b ud g e t p roce ss. 

1. Mr. Montg ome ry inq uire d  ab out the  status o f the  athle tic 
le ag ue s and  wait lists. Ms. Muñoz-Blanco  re mind e d  the  
committe e  that p art o f the  b ud g e t re que sts includ e d  
p rog ram e xp ansions to  p rovide  ad d itional cap acity fo r 
athle tic le ag ue s.  

ii. Ms. Lockhart p rese nted  on the  White  De er Park inclusive  
p layg round , which will also  b e  p re sente d  at the  Town Council 
me e ting  tomorrow. The  p rese ntation includ ed  a p ro je ct time line , 
ove rvie w of p ub lic inp ut, the  late st p lan and  re nd e ring s, a fly 
through vid eo , and  cost e stimate .   

1. Ms. We b b e r inq uire d  ab out the  p o te ntial o f food  trucks and  
Ms. Lockart no te d  the  Town’s ord inance  d oes no t allow 
se lling  on p ub lic p rop e rty, e xce p t d uring  p rog rams and  
e ve nts.  

2. Dr. Thomp son no te d  he r ap p re ciation o f the  p ub lic inp ut 
me e tings and  incorporating  that fe e d b ack.  

3. Ms. We b b e r inq uire d  ab out b raille  sig ns, shade  structure s, 
and  ad d itional swing s. Ms. Lockhart share d  the  outcome  of 
b raille  re se arch comp le te d  as p art o f ano the r p ro je ct, the  
p o te ntial o f nature  shad e  from tre e s, and  that the  swing  
structure  includ es an ad d itional b ay along  with use  zone  
imp acts from swings.  

4. Dr. Thomp son inquire d  ab out wate r fountains with a b o ttle  
fille r and  Ms. Munoz-Blanco  share d  the re  would  b e  that typ e  
o f fountain ne ar the  p layg round , in ad d ition to  staff working  
with Pub lic Works on cre ating  consiste ncy with fountains 
throughout the  PRCR park syste m. 

5. Dr. Edmondson sug geste d  the  d e p artme nt consid e r a 
community-b uilt p layg round , like  Kab oom. Ms. Muñoz-Blanco  
no te d  Garne r Re c Park was a Kab oom b uild . 

6. Council Memb e r Sing le ton aske d  ab out the  sp lash p ad  
p rocess and  status. Ms. Muñoz-Blanco  share d  an up d ate  
sp e cific to  d esig n build . 

iii. Ms. Muñoz-Blanco  p rovid e d  an ove rview of thre e  p ro je cts (Bryan 
Road  Sub d ivision, Vail Asse mb lage , and  Clifford  Road  Sub d ivision) 
fo r committe e  d iscussion and  inp ut fo r fe e  and  lie u o r land  
d e d ication. The  committe e  d iscusse d  the  p ro je cts at the  last 
committe e  me e ting , but the re  was no  quorum.  



1. The  committe e  ag re e d  with staff re comme nd ation o f fe e  in 
lie u fo r Cliffo rd  Road  Sub d ivision (SB-23-04). Mr. 
Montg ome ry aske d  fo r a motion to  ap p rove  committe e  
re commend ation fo r fee  in lie u. Motion to  ap p rove  mad e  b y 
Dr. Edmond son, second e d  b y Mr. Bare .  

2. The  committe e  ag re e d  with staff re comme nd ation o f fe e  in 
lie u fo r Bryan Road  Sub d ivision (SB-24-001). Mr. Montg ome ry 
aske d  fo r a motion to  ap p rove  committe e  re commend ation 
fo r fe e  in lieu. Motion to  ap p rove  b y Mr. Bare , se cond e d  b y 
Dr. Thomp son.  

3. For the  Vail Assemb lage  p ro je ct (CA-MP-24-001), the  
committe e  d iscusse d  the  op tions for this p ro je ct and  the  
d e sirab ility to  p ursue  land  d e d ication to  d e ve lop  future  
g re enways. The re  was d iscussion that this site  may b e  on the  
future  Mahle rs Cree k g re e nway corridor. The  committe e  
ag re e d  on a recommend ation fo r land  d e d ication if it is use ful 
fo r the  Mahle r’s Cre ek Gre enway, and  if no t to  p ursue  fe e -in-
lie u. The  committe e  also  re que ste d  this p ro je ct b e  b rought 
b ack to  the  committe e  late r in the  p roce ss whe n more  
information is availab le  o r if p lans chang e . Mr. Montg ome ry 
aske d  fo r a motion to  ap p rove  the  committe e  
re commend ation. Motion to  ap p rove  b y Mr. Bare , se cond e d  
b y Ms. We b b e r.  

b. Council Up d ate s:  
1. Council Memb e r Sing le ton sug g este d  the  committe e  tune  

into  tomorrow’s Town Council me e ting . He  also  share d  that 
the re  are  a lo t o f d e ve lop ments und er re view.  

a. Dr. Edmondson inq uire d  ab out the  home le ss 
p op ulation on NCDO T rig ht o f way. Council Me mb e r 
Sing le ton share d  an upd ate .  

c. Announce ments:  
1. None . 

8. O the r Business 
1. None .  

b. Ad journme nt  
i. With no  furthe r b usine ss, Mr. Montg omery aske d  fo r a motion to  

ad journ the  me e ting . Motion b y Ms. We b b e r, se cond e d  b y Mr. Bare . 
Motion carrie d  unanimously. 

ii. The  mee ting  was ad journe d  at 7:29p m.  


