
 TO WN O F GARNER 
Parks, Re cre ation & Cultural Re source s Advisory Committe e   

Me e ting  Minute s 
Date : January 22, 2024 

 
Date  and  Time : Pursuant to  the  Bylaws governing  the  Garne r Parks, Re cre ation & Cultural 
Re source s Ad visory Committe e , a me e ting  o f the  Ad visory Committee  was he ld  on 
January 22 at 6p m at Garne r Re c Cente r  

 
1. Call to  O rd e r and  Roll Call: Chair Autumn Be am calle d  the  me e ting  to  o rde r at 

6:02p m. The  committee  me mb ers p rese nt were  Autumn Be am, Matt Davis, Tim 
Montg ome ry, Sco tt Bare , Mark Wood , Hop e  We b b e r, Dr. Paule tta Thompson and  
Mon Peng  Yue h. Staff me mb ers p re se nt were  Maria Muñoz-Blanco , Parks, Re cre ation 
& Cultural Re source s Dire cto r, Tod d  Rid d ick, Re cre ation and  Athle tics 
Sup e rintend e nt, and  Me g an Young , O pe rations Sup erinte nde nt. Council Me mb er 
Gra Sing le ton and  Se nior Citize ns Ad visory Committe e  Liaison Jo  Cicci we re  also  in 
atte nd ance .  

2. Ap p roval o f the  Ag e nd a: 
a. Chair Be am aske d  fo r a motion to  app rove  the  ag e nd a. Matt motioned  to  

ap p rove  the  ag e nd a and  Mark se cond e d . Motion carrie d  unanimously.  
3. Ap p roval o f the  De cemb e r Me e ting  Minutes:  

a. Chair Be am aske d  fo r any change s o r a motion to  ap p rove  the  minutes 
from the  De ce mbe r,18 2023 me e ting . No  chang e s were  no te d . Motion to  
ap p rove  the  minute s mad e  b y Tim, se cond e d  b y Sco tt. Motion carried  
unanimously. 

4. Pe titions and  Comme nts from the  Pub lic:  
a. None . 

5. Committe e  Memb e rs Concerns/Comments: 
a. Matt inq uire d  ab out the  p rop e r p ro toco l for fie ld  use  afte r rain e vents. Staff 

no te d  Pub lic Works manag e s op e ning  and  closing  g ate s and  fie ld s but 
would  share  committe e  conce rn with the m. Tim remind e d  the  g roup  that 
some  fie ld s have  sig nag e  fo r closures.  

6. Se nior Ad visory Committe e :  
a. Jo  Cicci, the  Se nior Citize ns Ad visory Committe e  liaison, share d  Garne r 

Se nior Ce nte r up d ate s: 
i. The  Se nior Citize ns Ad visory Committe e  me e ting  was he ld  on 

January 19. 
ii. Council Memb e r Be rring e r is the  new Council liaison. 

iii. Re source s for Seniors p rovide d  up coming  p ro je cts and  classe s. 
iv. Garner Se nior Cente r op e n house  re sults reviewe d . Staff no te d  the  

g oal was to  have  an ope n house  once  a ye ar in May. 
1. Surve y hig hlig hts includ e d  95% overall satisfaction rating .  
2. The  top  3 se nior ce nte r e ve nts atte nd e d  includ e d  fitne ss and  

arts and  crafts classe s and  Me als-on-Whe e ls. 
v. The  goals o f the  committe e  are  visib ility, cre d ib ility, and  re le vance . 



vi. Staff me mb e r Erica Arring ton p rovid e d  senior ce nte r p rog ramming  
up d ate s.  

7. Re p orts/Discussion Items 
a. Dire ctor and  De p artment Re p orts:  

i. Dire ctor Maria Muñoz-Blanco  p rese nte d  on the  ite ms re fle cte d  in the  
Dire ctor’s Re p ort, along  with ad d itional up d ate s: 

1. Council ap p rove d  p ark furnishings vend or. Pro je ct fund e d  b y 
Pe nny fo r Parks. 

2. PRCR staff working  with Communications Dep artme nt on 
virtual tour o f PRCR facilitie s. The  first one  ad d e d  to  the  
we b site  was GRC.   

3. Maria share d  how he lp ful it has b e e n to  have  CMAR as an 
availab le  re source  fo r Ye arg an De ve lop ment. 

a. Tim aske d  fo r clarification on what Phase  1 o f Ye arg an 
includ e d  and  Maria p rovid e d  furthe r d e tails on p ark 
ame nitie s.  

4. The  Ground hog  Day eve nt will b e  he ld  at White  De e r Park on 
Fe b ruary 2. Mayor Gup ton will b e  on site  to  he lp  Sne rd  (the  
g round hog ) with the  p re d iction.  

ii. Me g an p re sente d  the  PRCR FY25 b ud ge t ove rvie w, includ ing  d e tails 
on b ase  b udg e t, e xp ansion re q ue sts, and  multiye ar re q uests.  

1. Tim aske d  that the  committe e  have  time  to  re vie w and  
d iscuss the  b ud ge t furthe r at the  Fe b ruary mee ting . Staff 
no te d  the y’d  ke e p  the  b ud g e t on the  ag e nd a fo r Fe b ruary.  

2. Tim also  re ite rate d  the  imp ortance  o f ad d ressing  wait lists, 
cap ture d  in one  o f the  e xp ansion re que sts.  

3. The  committe e  d iscusse d  o the r op p ortunitie s fo r fund ing , like  
sp onsorship s. Staff share d  current sp onsorship s e ffo rts, 
includ ing  the  Sponsorship  Guid e  that is utilized  as a re source .  

iii. Maria share d  an ove rvie w of the  Cap ital Imp rove ment Plan (CIP). 
iv. Maria share d  an ove rvie w of the  Be the l Gre en Maste r Plan and  

aske d  fo r committe e  fe e d b ack on Fe e -in-Lie u and  land  d e d ication. 
1. Tim aske d  fo r clarity reg ard ing  d e d ication o f land  and  

amount o f acre ag e . 
a. Maria share d  an ove rvie w and  timing  fo r committe e  

fe e d b ack fo r the  PRCR Ad visory Committe e .  
2. Matt no te d  the  d e ve lop e r should  b e  re sp onsib le  fo r the  

ne ig hborhood  g re enway ame nity, b ut the  Town should  have  
future  acce ss to  connect b ase d  on the  maste r g re enway p lan. 
Matt sug g e ste d  we  no t acce p t the  re sponsib ility to  maintain 
the  ne ig hb orhood ’s p rop ose d  p rivate  ame nity.  

3. Maria share d  she  makes comme nts as p art o f the  Town’s 
Te chnical Re view Committe e . Maria no te d  she  will share  
ad d itional committe e  fe e d b ack with the  review committe e .  



4. Mon Peng  inq uire d  as to  what the  re quire me nts are  fo r op en 
sp ace  b e cause  p lans show small se ctions o f land  as op en 
sp ace . 

5. Matt aske d  whe n the  fee  was last incre ase d , and  Council 
Me mb e r Sing le ton share d  the re  was a re ce nt incre ase  with 
p o te ntial o f the  fe e  to  incre ase  more  in the  future .  

6. Maria summe d  up  the  committe e ’s d iscussion re g ard ing  fe e -
in-lie u and  land  d e d ication. 

7. Matt motione d  the  re commend ation for the  ame nity to  b e  
HO A manage d  no t Town maintaine d  and  would  re commend  
fe e -in-lieu. Tim se conde d  the  motion. Motione d  carrie d  
unanimously.  

b. Council Up d ate s:  
1. Council Memb e r Sing le ton share d  up d ate s includ ing : 

a. Re ce nt and  up coming  d e ve lop me nt p rop osals. 
b . Up coming  p lanning  re tre at.  
c. Ge neral ove rview of position nee d s across all 

d e p artme nts.  
d . Community g rowth and  imp acts on op e rations, 

includ ing  b e ing  at p rog ramming  cap acity for facilitie s, 
e ve n with the  Garne r Re cre ation Cente r.  

e . O ngoing  reme d iation work fo r the  Me ad owbrook 
Dam.  

c. Announce ments:  
1. None . 

8. O the r Business 
i. The  committe e  aske d  staff to  p rop ose  se ve ral tour d ate  op tions in 

March and  Ap ril for the  committe e  to  d e cide  at the  ne xt me e ting .  
b. Ad journme nt  

i. With no  furthe r b usine ss, Chair Be am aske d  for a motion to  ad journ 
the  me e ting . Motion by Matt, se cond e d  b y Tim. Motion carrie d  
unanimously. 

ii. The  mee ting  was ad journe d  at 7:23p m.  


